VOTES axp PR O CEEDT NEG"‘S,’ fbd"f‘b};én, 1778' < 3 5 :

-~ Which engrofled bill was réad and affented to, 1o éndorlbﬂ;".!jlftid;thb paper- bill thetdof fent to
the houfe of delegates by Matthew ,Tilghm’aq, Efq; . . . L
+The following mefluge wis feht to the houfe of 3ele‘gatc§j_by Chatles Carroll, Bartifter, Efg;
| | By the. SEN A TE, December 15, 1778. . |
Gentlemen, | ‘ e

I'T is our with to avoid altercation at all times, and it gives us concern that difference in opi-
nion, upon any fubjedt, fhould produce warmth’ and intemperahce, Wwhich' are ever enemies to
tool and candid deliberation. You might have recalled our attention to, the bill mentioned in
your meflage by Meflicurs Brice and Ward, without whetting your ‘refentment upon’ the pro-
ceedings of the laft fcflion, or attempting to fneer at our condu& during the prefent.  We are
determined however not to follow the reprehenfible example, and fhall therefore, without exhi-
biting marks of pafiion or a defire to be {mart, give you the reafons which induced us to negative
the above bill. It was impoffible for us to know, without the fpirit of divination, what patticular
cafes you defigned to provide for, except thofe which the preamble recited as’ inconveniences
nor had we any information before your meflage, that there exifted. cafes wherein' commiflioners
had itiuck out of lifts of nonjurors perfons names, upon their producing a ceftificate withour
date, Nor do we know of any exifting law, by which the commiffioners have any right to meddle
‘with the colle@ion of the treble tax, or by which a lift of nonjurors is dire@ed to be ade out. By-
the alt for the better fecurity of government, the oath is diretted to be taken, and the penalty an-
nexed, to be collected in the fame manner as the public and ‘county affeflments are. colle@ed ; by
@ fupplement to this a&, the clerks of the counties are direfted to deliver an alphabetical lift of
all thofe whofe names, &c. appear in the magiftrates books, and who appear to have taken the
{aid oath by the minutes of the refpe&ive courts, or before the governor and council, to the fhe-
Hff, or other colléctor of the refpetive counties.  And the theniff, or other colle®or, ‘s by the
fame act dire@ed to colle@ the treble tax from thofe who may be chargeable with the fame, and
whofe names d6 not appear on fuch lif. And that part of the act for the better fecurity of the
government, which directs the governor and council to make out lifts of nonjurors,  is repealed.
Now we cannot conceive what the commiflioners have to do with this lift, nor did we fuppofe,
that a certificate without date would excule or juftify the theriff in omitting to colle& the treble
tax, if by law the fame ought to be colleéted, and we confidered the theriff or colle@or liable to
be fued on his bond for fuch omiffion ; and if it thould appear on the trial of fuch fuir, that
the {beriff or colle@or had omitted to colle@ any treble tax which ought to have been colleéted,

* then fuch fheriff aad his fecurities would be liable to pay the fame. And we conceived, tbat the

records of every court would always furnith evidence upon which any queftion might be fairly
tried. For we did not fuppofe, nor do you intimate, that it does not appear upon what days the
perfons referred to took the oath, This being our opinion, we faw no reafons for.altering the
node of colle@ion, and by a general law throw the bufinefs of the colleQors upon the courts and
magiftrates under the dire@ion of your houfe, or the governor and council, and by this meafure
excufe the breach of duty'in the officer, by putting the bufinefs which he. ought to have done in-
to the hands of the houfe of delegates, ‘or governor and councily which can only be neceflary up-
o1i'a fiippofition that there 1s no remedy againft the colle®or, a pofition which our attention to
the finance of this ftate will never fuffer us to admit. In confequence of your requeft, we have
reviewed thefe reafons, and compared them with the arguments {uggefted in your meflage, and

- the laws upon which they asife, and find no caufe to recede from our amendment, and have

therefore again fent you the bill referred to ; but as you have afforded us a very fhort time to cone
fider the fubjed, if upon further refle@ion it fhould be found we are miftaken in our opini«
on, the next feffon will afterd an opportunity of -applying a proper remedy, founded on fads
examined and well afcertained. By order, . .- R RIDGELY, cl, fen: -
Tht following meffage was fent to the houfe of delegates by Thomas Stone, Efg; :
o | By the.: SEN A-TE, December 15, 1778,
Gentlemen, AT - . .
A'S we perceive you frudioudly aveid falling into-that intemperate languuge you. condemn -in
others, it gives us pleafure to find a correfpondency botween your precepts and condud... Qur
meflage, we thiok, is not liable to the conftrudions you have given it in yours by Mefjeurs
Chale and Polk, which feems calculated (as well as your firft) to throw = reflefion on ong
branch of the legiflature, Let the extraordinary. ceppofition. prove on which it fhould fall.
By order, - ™" R. RIDGELY, cl. fen. ~
» Meffieurs H. Goldfborough and Norris, from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident
the following meffage : R S SRR
By the HOUSE o DELEGATES, December 15, 1778,

May it'pleafe your honours, = - o~ |
THIS houfe have appointed Mr. Hall, Mr. Chafe, and Mr. Thomas, to join any members
of vour houfe that you may appoint, to prepare a bill in the recefs of aflembly for amending and.
declariag the criminal law, By order, - J. DUCKETT, cl hK/.I ‘fﬁl' v

cflieurs




